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~ Capt .John Dobson, Southampton, Ont.

Interviewed by Wm.Wakeham and Richard Rathbun,

September 7, 1894.

I have fished in this place all my life.
I have been fishing here all of 35 years.
There were a number here before that, but it
was not carried on very extensively. I have
been fishing for myself for 35 years. Iﬁ”
1860 there were as many sail boats &s now, I
think. At Goderich there used to be as high
as 25 boats et & time, and I have known them
to be that many here. There would not be 2s
many boats 35 years ago. At that time there
was a good market for fish. PFish were high-
er at that time than T have ever seen them;
that is, salt fish. We used to salt them at
that time, as there was no way 6f transport-

ing them. The railroad, I think, came here
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in 1873 or 1874. I used to ship fish to God-
erich by boat before that, and from there
they went to Buffalo. Buffalo has had the
fish from this region ever sinece I know of.
Take the lake between Kincardine and Cape‘
Hurd, the principal fishery has been gill
nets and seines, but seines are all done

away with now. I do not know much about

‘pound net fishing and never did anything at

it. It has never been carried on around
here. 1 think‘there was one put in and it
was a failure, and there has been none since.
I have never heard of fyke nets around here.
There is no commere¢ial hook and line fishing
They fish a little just to eat, but you can-

not eatch anything to amount to anything.

Mﬁ The fishermen as a general thing, when they ~ '~
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lay up, just quit altogéther. The fish are 7"
not here to be caught in the winter. The

sgines were used on the Sable beach up here
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until the last 2 years. I recollect of
seines being need as longz as 1 can remember,
both for herring and whitefish. Thay would
use & larger mesh seine for whitefish.

Would use & larger mesh on the wings, hut
the bag would be the same for both. They
would seine in the same places for both her-
ring and whitefish. The herring and white-
fish rm togsether. The net wovld be 2 1/4
and 2 1/2 in the bunt, and in the wings it
might be 5 inches. All the small herring
would go right through the wings. They mske
it so they will.'as they would be no use to
them. The Indians used to have seines at
the Fishing Islands. The Indieans wonld
eateh fish to sell. They eare just meking a
living out of it. T have seen lots of the
whitefish that they took from the seines.
They would teke some small ones. I do not

think the seining did the whitefish any good.
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They have had tugs here for gquite a nunber
of years, about 7 years I think. There are
5 tugs fishing out of here. There has been
5 tugs out of here for the last 2 years, and
before that 1 think there was only one. Up
to 3 years ago there was only ong tug. There
is no other place whers tugs belong bstween
Kincardine and Caps Hurd. Befoare that time
the fishing was by sail boatg. The sail
boats are getting less all the time. They
are getting to using tugs. Ths fishing is
getting so far away that it is impossible
for the sail boats to reach them. There
were more sail boats 15 years ago than there
are now, and more than there were in the be-
ginning. That is the time when there was
about the greatest number of sail boats.
They increased up to that time and they have
gone down 8ince. Moai of the tugs belong to

the Buffalo Company. Thers were at least 13
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sail boa2ats here 15 years ago. These boats
that are here now 8o not fish here in the
summer. There were only 5 boats fished here
]

this stmmer. There hes never been 2s many
as 20 boats fished here. They used to come
here sgbout June and July. - I have =sgen as
high as 25 boats here at once. Thev used to
come here thet weyv in olden times, but now
the fishing seems to be about the sesme all
over for the fishings boats, eand then there
are not the boets to move around thet there
used to be. A lot of those men who had sail
boats are using tugs now. We vse 4 1/2 and
5 1/2 net, end 2 1/2-inch nets for herring.
The trout net is 5 1/2, but T have nsed as
high as 6-inch. The whitefish net is the
principel one that is used. They are used
right up until now from about April. They

berin to use them &8s soon as the ice is out

and fish them up until about the first of
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September. They do not use them at all af-
ter that, as they are not strong enough.

The twine is too fine and they will not
stand it in the fall. The twine I em using
now is the No.30, and the twine I use in the
sunmer is No,50 and 60. You have to have a
stronger and coarser twine during the stormy
weather. They will use sbout 1€ nets to a
gang and have 4 gengs. Sometimes there will
be half of them ashore. There sre so many
of them to handle you ecsnnot take them all
out at once; you have got to keep bringing
them in and taking them out. They generally
keep 3 in the water and one sshore. The
tugs use sbout 36 nets to a gang and they
have 5 gangs. They have 1 gang ashore and 4
in the water. The length of the whitefish
nets, the net we generally use, iz the No.50.
The tugs have 100 leads and 9 feet apart.

The sail boats use about 85 lerds and they
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are the ssme distance spart. The trout nets
are not much more than helf as lonz. They
would not need mveh more than helf the num-
ber of leads. The averag=z depth of the
trout net is 6 feet. They ere sbovt 15 mesh-
es deep, and the others arec 18 meshes deep.
They will have but one gang of herrines nets
and they haul then every day. Esch net heas
50 corks 6 =28t epert. They nse about 1,000
vards of net to a boat.

I wes fishirng st Greenwich last fsll for
herring. 1 never eewht sny herring of eny
gquantity before the M rst of November. At
one time we nsed to catch them in October,
end 1 have seen them catech them in September,
but now we do not catch them until the first
of Rovember to any'amount.. I. never hother
with them in the spring. There is nobody
does anything with herring wntil ebout the

migdle of October 2nd until the middle of No-



323
8

vember., The herring grounds are just arocund
the inside of the islends. You e¢an cateh
them in 10 or 15 fathoms cof weter ip the
£ill nets. You can eatch them all elong
this shore both north and scuth of Southamp-
ton., The most of the fishing is done be-
tween here and the Cape. They do¢ the most
of it between Chiefs Peint and up &s [ar as
Johnsons Herbor. In the Georgian 3Day they
do not pretend to fish herring &t &ll to B
speakx of. In the spring we go out in from
20 to 80 fethoms of water. Tugs go Lo deep
water wnere we camot go. The tugs‘fish as
fer as Nipe-Feathom Bark, They will go as
fer north as CGresenwieh and tugs [rom Geor-
gian Bey come down about as fer as that.
They will go soutin sboul west by soutnh from
here, nearly off Kincamwiine. They fish all
along the big reef. 1 heve Tished on the

big reef with a sail boat, but nol of late
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years. The ssil boats fisn out sbout 20 or
25 miles generally. We have gone as far as
45 miles, but since tugs sterted we QaVe

quit it. The seil boat fisning is mainly
between Southampton and Cape Hurd, and if
they fish far north towafd Cape Hurd, they
have a temporary station farther north. We
used to go out 20 miles in the summer, but
do not go out so fer in the fall. We use a
5 1/2-inch mesh on the rocks in about 12 or
15 fathoms. Would use than es far up as
Greenwich. The tugs use 5 1/2-ineh mesh and
they fish in about the seme places as the
sail bosts. The 5 1/2-inch mesh is used in
shallow water along the shore, and the 4 1/2-
inch mesh in the deep watsr. The fish in
the deep water are a different fish altogeth-
er. They are a smaller [ish and never grow
any larger. Those fish we cateh in the 5

1/2-inch mesh we could not catch in & small-
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er mesn at all. There is only a certain
time of year we get those fish, We get

trout in the 5 1/2-inc: mesh. We get trout
as high es 10 or 20 pounds. We would get
nothing eise, as the mesh is too big. In
the other nets we eatch trout zall through_w
the season. We do not catch tLhe same kind
of fish in the sumner that we catch in the
fall., They are a different species of fish.
I can pick you 2 or & different kinds of
trout. Thesre are ro differert kinds of
whitefish, however. Those Fish we are cateh
ing now you camot catch in the summer et
2all. The trout we ceteh now zre more like
the salt water salmon eand the other is kind
of white in flesh. Thnere is not mueh differ-
ence in their shepe. The selmon trout we
cateh now &re blsck and the others are spot-
ted. The smell fish range from 2 1/2 to 3

pounds in weight. We do not get many small-
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er then 2 pounds, &s8 they go right tnrovgh
the netg. Anvthing smelley then 2 pounds.
wonld be of no use to us. With the 4 1/2;
inch mesh we have the pest [fishing in the
gpring., Sometimes we will be in 25 fathoms
gnd sometimes 50 fathoms. Ws have no regu-
lar depth in the spring and no dentii in the
summer, but juvet snift &round wherever we
cen find the Ffish. The tugs fish on the
edpe of the recsfs 211 the seeson. They will
fish there nntil the lasi of this month. _
There ere very few whitefish to be had., We
used to et them in about 15 fathoms. Never
got them out 1n the midaie of tne laka, but
alwarysg slonpg the shore. Wonld gst them on
muddy bottom  Wonld not get them on hard
bhottom 2t all wntil they spawned late in the
seeson, and then we conuld not fish for them.
The whitefish are not 1/4 of the eatch of

fish. I heve sean the time when 1 wonld get
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all whitefish and not any trout. Anvthing
outside of 30 fetaoms you wonld not get any
whitefisn at all. I 6o not think thg catch
of whitefisn now is more than  1/10 of the
esten. 1 susss the birsgest 1ift thet was
ean~ht here tnis Vyear I pot myself, end I
sot about 900 pouvnds. The wnite{fisn have
ecertainly decreased, but I do not know the
cause. It seems in one season iLney seemed
to just light right out. That is 10 or 1l
vesrs epo. Tnere would be splendid fishing
belfore thei. They seemed to go all at once.
On Georcian Beyv il is jusi ine same. The
boate used to catch from 25 to 30 tons end
this yeer sane of the vcats nave not cawght
3 tons. There is nc bark on thne wnitefish
grounds here now. 1 Go not think the saw-
dust has envthing to do wi;;h the dec‘reaae.
They never take any snall whiteflish in ihe

herring nets. The seines took an enormous
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quentity of voung wnitefish when thev were
at it. They heve destroyved & large amount
of wnitefish, I know there was a man here
by the name of MeKenzie, and the vear before
that; he eencht about 45 tons, &nd the next
vear he run in debt snd eclesred out, and

that is sbout 10 or 11 yeers ago. I do not
beligve yov will ever kill ocut tiue trout,

but the whitefish we seem to nave kind of |
killed then ont., The trovi are £s8 abundant
ags sver, I had 2 1lift vesterdey of 338
povnds of trout, ami that is a thiing vou do
not get very of‘mn et this time of yesr in a
5 1/2-inch mesh. They heve besn going ont

on the reefs for vears. In the spring I do
not see g8 there ig any difference in the in-
side grounds hgre. Of course, you fish them
ovt, but they come back armain, and next
spring the fish will be &8s thick e&s ever.

There has been 2 decrease in the herring I
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think. On those lower islands they do not
caten enything like they used to. 1 believe,
nowever, they =1ift sround. At Tober Morey

>

there wes eny amount of herring last fall.
2y
In the gill riets w2 do not get anything !

worth speaking of but herring, trout an@ o
winit ef isna. anere ere no pickerel here./ Wemﬁ&@
get no pereh. Get no blgck bass, catfish or
sturregon. We rel once in awhile a lawyer,
hbut throw them away. Gsl no pike to speak
of. Get no maskinonge. We get amy asount
o' snckers and the
the moon-eyves in deep walter abont 80 or 90
fathoms. They are & very poor fish. 1

think I have seen 1 or 2 ecls here up in

this J1ittle lake cunrecmed.with the big lake
by the river. We have & msn who Lgils the'fww
Tfish of'fal. They do not throw any in the

lake. I think it is injurious to the tromt

to throw the offal in the laske. It spoils
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the fishing prounds., It will spoil the Pish-
ing grounds wnerever they ere fished if it
is tarown on the zrounds. 1 do not %now of
any places where the saw-mills would hurt
the fishine, vunless it ig Sable River. I do
not think the tannery does ary hizrm. They
do not throw erytiing in the river bHut the
lignor. We tan onr nets so dark because it
preserves then, Tner will ["ish just as well
lisht, but it preserves them. I wonld just
a8 soon have them dark as any way. It will
save the nets from molding. We tan our nets
every month. There is no trouble with bark
here, The trouble with bark is in the Geor-
pian Bay. 1 never heerd of it out in the

midd le of the lske,

REGULATIONS.
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I think the seines have begen & big injury
to us, 1 think they have destroyed & lot of

small fish. You cemmot draw & secine for
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trout, ss they are on the rocks where you

—r

cermot. hawl the seine. When the trout come
on the rocks, they come on in & rush., I
think the trout keép in bocdies ahout’thé
gseme as the wnitefisii do. There is one
thing about the fell fishins of the trout,
vou cannot ceten thicse fish any other time
of the vear only in the f2l11., They seem to
live on top of the surface, and livz on noth-
ing but fliss, end in the fall they will go
down., You ec2n troll i&n the swamer and catch
those trout, but now you ecannot casteil them.
All tromt do rot spawn at the same time.

They se) tﬁey spawn sometime in November. I
think the lzrge sslmon trout spawn in Novem-
ber. These trout on the reefs spawn at dif-
ferent times throush the gseason. Tha tugs
will get them sometimes about the lfirst of
August and in July with the spawn running

richt ont of them. " The whitefishi spawn in
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Fovember. The herrirg spawn in Uovember al-

go. I think a cgood hatchery is ?baut as g
good e thing a8 we can gei., There were
about five million itrout put in nere itnis
summer. I do not think they ever planted

any bvefore. Tinsre wss trouil spewn taxen

from Wierton lest winter, If we fished in

‘Kovember we wonld get more trout than we

would in October. Vhen the whitsfish waere
plenty here, we got more in Lthe summer than
any otner time. nitefisii used Lo play all
around the islands betwsen Chiefs Point and
Cape Hurd. We could not cateh tiitem on the
spawning grounds as wg couvld in tne summer
bscause we could not uge as many nets on ae-
count of the weather. All the wnitefish we
causht on the rocks did not amount to maeh.

But the seines vsed to scoop tnem in on ths

Ces

gandy beaches. Jast year was the first year

they had & close season z11 through November.
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They used to nhave it begin Movermber 10. I
heve peid licenses lor 10 or 20 vears. The
only repulations when I begen fishin~ weas

£
Just the license and we conld fish the whole

.

year. VWe conld take more trout in lovember

3

\

end not so many whitefish. T do not suppose

last winter yov could buy 10 packszses of
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whitefish in this villege, end T guess it

wes the seme on the other side. I think it

il . : |
%ﬂ is a very unjust thing that we siwould be nig-
/ i J‘)‘: gered down here and the Anericens do just as
LA

they like. As far ss the market is con-

cerned, it does not hurt us, but they arse

:

cleaning us ovt., I am the only man who
ships his own fish here, and 1 do not sell
my fish to tne Buffalo Company, and it is a
"benafit to me to have the others sell their
fish to the Buffelo Compeny as 1 have the

Cenadian merket. The Americens heve drsined

M the fish ovt pretty well, but, of course,
Co

Ml il ‘_‘;”‘/0
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they have brought in the cenital eaions us,

If it were not for the American market, how-
gver, we conld not ship the fish as the Cana-
dian market conld rot consume it. Protee-
tion to the fish dnz;)'rwf tne spawring sgason
will eerteinly help them, and if botn sides
were a2like I would not sav & word., 1 een re-
manber at one time when the [ishing was bet-
ter on the American side than it was on this
gide. It wonld be pratty hard te fish thisv

lake ont of trout. We covld not do anything

with a mesh smsller than 4 1/2-inch. I

think that size is about right. Our herring
fishery does not interfore with the white-
fish. I do not think 1 ever saw 2 whitefish
in & herring net in o life. " They ret them
in the seine becausge they drag them in. We
never get the small whitefish here. You can
get them along s&ndy beaches, bt we never

get them in the herring nets. Weg never used
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to get them in the 0ld times. Whitefish and

herring will run together. I have seen her-

v

ring and whitefish runrins together. The
smallest size trout thet saould be marketed
is about 2 pounds. We can tirow out the
small ones witnout any trouble. We neve;m
get whitefish under 2 pounds. VYou take a
whitefish that weighs 1 1/2 pounds, and he
will o rigat tnrough & 4 1/2-inc¢i mash., A
whiteligh weighing 2 pounds will stiek in it,
but a 1 1/2 pound will go right through, A-.:g,
troul will live in Qhe net a good deal long-
er tuan & waitefishh. T have had [ish live
in a pet until they cul themselves almost

in two, but they were canght around the mid-

dle, and 1 heve had them where they would

die inside of helf ar nour, when they wers

caught around the fills and wouvld drown. I %97

think the way the fishing is going tliere

would be more ol a decreasse than inecrecase,
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even if evervbody wes allowed to fish snd

did not require 2 license. I think, however,
JWM there are too manv men Pishiing row.
/M .
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